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BS 364 The American Government
“The course examines the ideology and system of American politics, focusing on major institutions and processes of government, the law, including their role and significance in the social and economic contexts.” 

Course objectives:  This course is designed to give a basic overview of the American System of Government.  Students taking the class should be prepared to do a fair amount of reading, the textbook is large and thorough.  Though we will not cover everything in the book, the class is designed to cover most of it.  The readings, while long, are not particularly difficult.  But be prepared to do them beforehand.
The course will be roughly divided into three sections.  The first section will give a theoretical overview of the U.S. government in general;  and then apply that overview to the founding of the U.S. government, and its constitution.  It will deal with the actual government that most people see.

The second section will give an overview of the actual government, explaining its different institutions, and how they interrelate.  It will cover the specific structures of the U.S. system, and will explain how they inter-relate. 

The third section will deal with the participants in politics;  what motivates them, and how they act both individually and collectively.
Additionally, throughout the semester individual classes will deal with current events as they relate to the government.  These classes will look at current events in the U.S., and show how they relate to, and are influenced by, the government.  This will give students additional insight into the practical and theoretical aspects of the government.

A certain degree of familiarity with America in general, and the ability to read and comprehend in English, is assumed.  Students who have taken BS 242 Foundations of American History, will find it to be helpful, those who have not will probably need to do a small amount of additional work (especially during the early weeks of class) to fully understand the lectures.
Required Text:
American Government:  Continuity and Change (2006 ed)
by Sabato, Larry and Karen O’Connor
Other Helpful Texts

American History, the easy way, 2nd edition

By Kellogg, William O. (used in BS 242 Foundations of American History)
Politics in America

By Dye, Thomas

Grading.  The course grade will depend upon three exams, given out throughout the course.  Grades are weighted as follows

Exam One 30%

Exam Two 30%
Exam Three (Final)  40 %

Course Outline:
Classes will (roughly) proceed as follows.  A more detailed outline follows
Section One: (Four-Five Weeks)  The foundations of the American System, and its evolution.  The theory of the American system of Government – Separation of powers, Federalism, Civil Liberties and Rights.  The Constitution.   (Sabato, chapters 1-6)
Section Two:  (Four Weeks)  The institutions of government, The Presidency, Congress, the Courts, the Bureaucracy, the States and Localities 
Dye, chapters 5-9)

Section Three: (Four-Five Weeks)  .

Political Behavior:  voters, politicians, parties, bureaucrats, leaders, lobbyists, advocates, rebels, journalists, etc.
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