Chapter II:  Deathboats and Lifeboats

The Nuclear Strikes of 1950  …..


November 30, 1950…


“whatever is necessary”

I:  The bomb……


The unprecedented power of the nukes….


Weapons invented but not used… Poison Gas


The unchanging nature of human beings…


Clausewitz



On war



War as a continuation of politics by other means



Wars have goals, could nuclear annihilation be a goal?



Goals lead to war, means are used to fight them, they are related

WWI example;  the disappearance of Ottomans, Hapsburgs, Romanovs

Could human nature change?

II:  The decision to not use nukes


Truman and the first bombs


Did Truman regret the decision?


The 20th century and the civilian-military split



“leave war to the Generals”


Civilian control



The Department of Energy



The U.N. system, and the Baruch plan


Presidential power to use bombs.. no clarification



Ambiguity as a strategy


 

Saddam and the Japanese Ambassador



Problem of deterrence;  how to plan?  How to threaten?

III:  Stalin’s Nukes


Stalin’s reaction to Truman at Potsdam



And subsequently – Show no fear



Pentagon planners and the bomb


Stalin’s actions



Crash program to get it



Rejection of U.N. plan (to intrusive)



Stalin’s personal security


Stalin’s perception of Truman



Truman’s hiding of his doubts

IV:  Korea – the Chinese counterattack


How to use the nukes there?


Against N. Korea?  Against China?



The European and Japanese reaction


The Chinese sweep south


The fall of Seoul


The fall of Macarthur 


The Chinese supply problems, and casualties


The 38th parallel


Peace Negotiations



Stalin, and Mao



Fighting to the last china-man…



Pressure on the U.S., pressure on Mao, the U.S. not in Europe


The fighting at the time:  foxbats and phantoms



The need for secrecy by both participants

V:  Thermonuclear bombs


Even bigger, but to what point?  Opposition by Kennan, Oppenheimer, etc.


The psychological necessity



What if the USSR got it




And what if they did not understand them?


So we had to build it…



As did the soviets, who had already started them…


The tests:



November, 1952;  and August, 1953



Similar reactions to the tests

VI:  Eisenhower, sane


The man who masterminded D-Day, etc.



Did not believe warfare had fundamentally changed.. at least publicly


Refusal to have more Koreas;  the U.S. would fight as it saw fit



BRAVO


Malenkov



Publicly said, bombs will end the world



“Defeatism”


As did Churchill

VII:  Eisenhower, mad


Recognized the problems of total nuclear war



The desire for limited nuclear war



The problem of U.S. conventional forces



The militarization of U.S. Society (military industrial complex)


Publicly, “More bang for the buck”


The U.S. prepared for an All-out nuclear war



And only for an all out war


Scared even his advisors



The problem with limited war….


Clausewitz and Total war



For clausewitz, an abstraction



For Eisenhower, reality


“Precommitment”

VIII:  Khrushchev


The increasing Soviet Nuclear power

And the Ukrainian Peasant in charge of them…


Khrushchev’s personality



Excess personified

The soviet weakness;  a nuclear weakness


Publicly, the soviets claimed missile parity, or superiority


In fact, they were way behind


So they bluffed….



The problem of bluffing and threatening a superior force…

The Hungarian revolution, and the Suez Crises (1956)



The soviet threat to rocket attack Britain/France



The wrong lesson learned



Sputnik


Khrushchev’s bluffs, bullying, and niceness



Berlin




The testicles of the west…



The visit to the U.S.




The seeking of prestige




The reality of the West




“we will bury you”

IX:  the U2


The 1955 reconnaissance proposals



And Khrushchev’s rejecting them


The beginning of the U2 flights



The Soviet bomber force



The soviet missile force


1960;  the anti-missile attack… Gary Powers shot down



Public embarrassment for the U.S.



Private embarrassment for the USSR


The Paris Summit


Kennedy elected



The missile gap



The bay of Pigs



The Vienna Summit



The Berlin Wall



The reality of the Missile Gap


X:  The Cuban Missile Crises


(see supplemental Lecture)
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