Chapter III:  Command vs. Spontaneity
“We will Bury You”  Khrushchev, 1956 

A geopolitical rivalry

A Nuclear Rivalry


But also, a rivalry about ideas…

I:  The appeal of Marxism

The class struggle

The question of a “just, equitable” society

Capitalism distributes wealth unevenly, 
Social Alienation results from this unjust society

Revolution is the inevitable result

Communism, involved the collective ownership of property

Wealth will be distributed in an equitable way, so no alienation

And without resentment… universal human happiness

“From each according to his ability, to each according to his needs”


The middle way;  the early and modern welfare state


(Bismarck’s Germany, Disraeli’s England, American Progressives)

WWI and the crises of Capitalism (Liberalism)

The Birth of the USSR;  and Wilson’s (the west’s) response

II:  The Pre war Crises of Capitalism


Lenin’s conception of communism:  the dictatorship of the proletariat


Wilson’s conception of capitalism;  letting people free (self-determination)



Lenin assumed interests at war (class struggle)

Wilson assumed interests could be reconciled (the invisible hand)

The Great Depression, the origins of WWII


(back to notes from week 1)


In 1945; Communism was the wave of the future…

III:  The new U.S. attitude to the world, post WWII


WWII forced America to address the rest of the world….



Pearl Harbor; Generals Atlantic and Pacific were no longer sufficient


So, how to prevent wars?



Democracies don’t go to war;


But democracies can fail..  Germany, Italy, etc.



Economic crises – political crises – authoritarian govts – war

Marx was right – economic crises killed liberalism, resulting in WWI&II


Roosevelt:  Build an international system – that would protect capitalism from itself (accepting the Marxist critique);  the IMF, World Bank, and UN

Economic Liberalism, Collective security – Self Determination could wait

Willing to accept soviets into the system, provisionally

Stalin:  thought the IMF and World Bank were to provide USSR w/assistance

Three Speeches


February, 1946;  Stalin’s speech; 

Capitalism’s unequal wealth distribution



Resulting wars…


Only the USSR’s Industrialization had saved it in WWII



So prepare for more of the same, as the Capitalists got into WWIII


March, 1946;  Churchill’s Speech



The “… an iron curtain has descended across the continent.”



Russia does not want war;  just the fruits of it



Only a united west could counter them


March, 1947;  Truman’s Speech



Promised assistance to Greece and turkey – the Truman Doctrine



Not capitalism vs. Communism; but democracy vs. authoritarianism



The Marshal Plan, the rehabilitation of Japan/Germany

The belief that solving the economic crises of poverty was now a geo-political imperative……

IV:  Fear….


The actual Soviet system…


Refer to notes from Week One…


The Russian Civil War, War communism, the Terror



Lenin, then Stalin


Collectivization


The Great Purges



A culture of brutality, within the USSR, the Red Army, and all it met

Stalin’s belief in the desirability of Communism



Believed the Poles wanted it….


So if western Europe chose communism – a Kremlin victory without war



But this required Stalin to not be the tyrant that he was


“Big Brother”



The Soviets did in Eastern Europe what they did at Home
V:  Hope…..


Washington’s Conflicted agenda:


Punish Germany/Japan



Cooperate with Soviets



Revive Democracy and capitalism



Strengthen the U.N.


New Goal;  Deny the Soviets Germany and Japan (the five region theory)


Plan One;  A Carthaginian peace (destroy the areas)



MacAurthor;  send me food, or bullets



Plan Two; Restore the Authoritarian regimes; Nazis and Imperialist




Loose France, the Philippines, and everybody else


Plan Three; Make Japan and Germany into Democracies




And save the neighbors as well…


Like the Soviets, the Americans relied on what they knew, they did in western Europe what they did at home….

Democracy and free markets  

 

Free Press, elections, Private Property


Governments sponsor, and protect, Freedom

Timing;  how to save the situation in 1947?


The Marshal Plan, the allies should work together


U.S. Military, rewriting the rules as they went



Increasing participation by Western Europeans


Washington embraced spontaneity, and local power;  the Kremlin suppressed it at every opportunity
VI:  Was Stalin the Problem?

The Death of Stalin



The mingrilian affair, the Doctors Plot, etc.



Beria – Administratively skilled;  also a sexual predator, murder, etc.




Had Stalin Killed?




Stopped the new purges, liberalized aspects of society, amnesty


East Germany



The Formation of East Germany in 1949




Ulbricht – good Stalinist




Build a “Soviet” Germany;  but no capacity to do so




1953 offer – a unified, but neutralized, capitalist Germany




East German Riots, Soviet tanks crushed them


The Fall of Beria



Khrushchev’s role in Beria’s Fall



Now, Soviets Aligned with Ulbricht’s Regime


The Fall of Malenkov and Molotov, 

VII:  Khrushchev ascendant


February, 1956;  Khrushchev’s “Secret Speech” to the 20th congress



Listed *some* of Stalin’s Crimes, and denounced same


“that is what I was doing”



A scientific, error-free system was admitting to error…




De-Stalinization;  the end of the “cult of personality”



The Soviet thaw, and the Eastern European reaction…


It was not enough to have history behind them, now you also needed the people to be behind you


Poland



Bierut’s heart attack



Destalinization of the Polish communist party, by Poles



Gomulka;  previously purged, restored against Khrushchev’s orders



Communism, and Nationalism



Khrushchev and the Poles;  Soviet and Polish Mobilization


“Socialism with a human face”


Hungary



The Stalinist Rakosi was forced to resign by Khrushchev



Nagy in charge,  reforming communism

The early protests

The police sent in

The soviet Dilemma
The soviet intervention, and the brutal repression that followed



Kadar in charge
“Rollback” 



The republican’s had adopted a new policy, rollback



Don’t contain communism, roll it back



Encouraged the Hungarians to rebel (Voice of America)




Dropped them some food



Full on partisan warfare vs. the Soviets



Free Hungary, Nuke the World?

The resumption of Stalinism

VIII:  Mao Zedong and China


Mao’s personal and political relationship with Stalin



Respected and feared Stalin, did not like him…



Sino-soviet border, Aid, Korea, KMT, etc.


Stalin as a role model



How could Mao consolidate his own communist revolution?


Theoretical communism;  the proletariat


Communism will arise when the proletariat (factory workers) seize power



What if there are no proletariats?



Stalin;  created them in great collectivization campaign


Mao;  invented them, peasants are proletariats




Still, need to replicate the soviet model….


Mao and his own cult of personality



Marx – Lenin – Stalin – Mao



Was not happy about destalinization


Mao ascendant



“let a hundred flowers bloom”



The “great leap forward”



In the end, did recreate the soviet “achievements”

IX:  Berlin


The West Berlin of 1960;  12 years of prosperity



The problem of supplying West Berlin, and east German hostility to it


The problem of East Berlin

http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/image/0011/earthlights2_dmsp_big.jpg


How to defeat the capitalists?



1958 ultimatum, end four party status or unleash E. Germans

Khrushchev’s desire to visit the U.S.




Khrushchev, play for time, once prosperity came, victory



By 1961, a 2 million person decline in E. German Population


The Brain Drain



The East German Crises



The Berlin Wall


The Problem of Legitimacy; the problem of destalinizing….


The Western Response



No good response



Kennedy appeared weak



With the wall, no need to crush West Berlin;  war receded

X:  And in the Capitalist World….


The golden age

Economic activity had picked up after 1949



And accelerated and grew tremendously until the early 1970s


An unprecedented, unexplained, unexpected, economic boom


Kennan’s article;  “live well, and confound the soviets”


Why did the west so prosper?



It could learn from its mistakes



It had less theory, more empirics



Capitalism (free market) or



Welfare states (managed capitalism)


Capitalism learning from History was beyond Marx and Lenin…



Marxist truth could not learn…


“the God that Failed”



Marxism as a secular religion….


Judging Marxism on its Economic performance



And its human costs….
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