Chapter IV:  The Emergence of Autonomy
“Not even a wet spot would have remained whre we had been standing.  Now everything is different”  Khrushchev, 1964 

From the early 1960s on, an appearance of bipolarity

But superpower, and super-person, dominance was fading….


The end of Khrushchev

I:  The end of Colonialism


Colonialism arose in the 15th century, by 1914 a European (Japan) world

With WWI, the end of European colonial rivalry



Existential attacks on colonialism; Lenin and Wilson


WWII, and the exhaustion of Europe

Colonialism ended due to European weakness, not the cold war


Early Opposition to colonialism



The soviets were anti-imperialist, but




More concerned with reconstruction, Europe, and class warfare



The Americans were anti-imperialist, but




Needed west European cooperation…


As the colonial empires decayed… power vacuums resulted 


Korea – from a peripheral to a vital interest, which nobody had spotted



For the Russians, opportunities galore…



For the U.S., risk of associating itself with imperialist powers…




But risk of allowing soviet influence to spread




“one person, one vote, one time”



Capitalism’s contradictions, and Imperialism’s self-destructiveness

Containment and the Domino Theory



The problem of “cherry picking”

II:  The Non-aligned movement;  the power of defection….

Tito as a founder of the 3rd way (third world…)



Remained a communist, but threatened to join NATO



Kept channels open though, and reconciled with Khrushchev




But as an equal (example;  the 1956 Hungarian Uprising)


Nehru of India



Ghandi and British Colonial Rule



Nehru and India’s independence




The Indian civil war



Militant Pakistan’s security dilemma




The soviets, and the Indians.

The advantages of an American alliance



Pacifist India’s response…   to NOT join SEATO or CENTO

Zhou Enlai of China


Strategic goals, of lessening U.S. influence in asia…



And thus Chinese dependence on the USSR


The Bandung Conference of 1955….



Held in Sukarno’s Indonesia


Nasser of Egypt



Took power in 1952, determined to be the great “pan-Arabic” leader



Aswan Dam, and Czechoslovakian arms;  and recognizing the PRC




U.S. funding cut-off, and the soviets stepped in




Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal



The British and French (and Israelis) intervened….




Provoking a furious Eisenhower… (Poland/Hungary)

U.S. attempts to salvage the situation



Iraq, Lebanon



The Eisenhower doctrine…. (cold war into middle east)


Recap;  the problem of cherry picking, and of nationalism

III:  Aligned powers, and the power of collapse


South Korea, Taiwan, and South Vietnam


Rhee and South Korea;  the armistice in 1953



N. Korean POWs




A dependable, but not obedient, ally.



Rhee as an authoritarian, but who to replace him?



Kim Il-Sung in North Korea, played a similar game




Kim’s cult of personality, dependence on hand-outs


“He may be a son-of-a-bitch, but he’s our son-of-a-bitch”


China (Taiwan)



Quemoy and Matsu



Both superpowers threatening nuclear war over Chinese rocks…




And Mao and Chaing were happy about it…


Vietnam:



The return of French colonialists



The battle of dien bien phu (1954)




And the 1955 partition of Vietnam




Washington’s search for an anti-communist




Diem;  anti-communist, Catholic, and authoritarian



Diem and the limits on threats of collapse….




So brutal and ineffective, replaced in 1963 (JFK 3 weeks later)



His successors were worse, and now the U.S. was responsible




No strategy….



So President Johnson improvised one




And got the U.S. into the Vietnam war



The soviets were forced to support Vietnam, because of




Fear that Vietnam would defect, to china

IV:  NATO and the Warsaw Pact


West Germany under Audenhaur



Preferred a divided Germany, and its U.S. ties



Negotiated with the soviets, but made sure they always failed


Schumacher, willing to have a neutral, united Germany


East Germany under Ulbricht



A thorough Stalinist, saved in 1953 by soviet tanks



In 1956, insisted on getting soviet economic help, 




because nobody wants another Hungary or Poland…



In 1958, started citing Mao with approval,




and demanding closing the border (the Berlin Wall)




and increased the refugee flow with talk of a wall


In 1961, after Kennedy refused to back down on Berlin,




Ulbricht got his way, and the wall was built

V:  Nationalism and Chutzpa  


France and the Fourth Republic



Economic Success, but politically dysfunctional



De Gaulle, the strong man France needed “The politics of Grandeur”



Ended colonialism, rationalized the government



And pissed off the Americans (and British) at every opportunity




A policy of deliberate French Independence




Independent Nuclear force




Vetoed England joining the EU




Tried to split Germany from the U.S.




Continued French criticism of the U.S. in Asia…




And withdrew France from NATO in 1966






But still expected NATO assistance in the event of war

The Free Rider problem


China and Mao after the death of Stalin



Mao’s opposition to destalinization, and to Stalin



The historic legacy, and the very long border

Need for foreign enemies during the Great Leap Forward

The battle over truth in the Communist World – The Kremlin vs. the Great Helmsman


The Sino-Soviet Split




Withdrawal of military and economic assistance




Conflict over Vietnam



The 1969 border clashes

VI:  Chaos and Restraint


The Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution


The French Student Riots


U.S. Race riots and draft protests


The Prague Spring


 France and Germany


The rioting youth, university students at the barricades



The dissatisfaction with the cold war



The postwar generation




De Gaulle fled to Germany at one point



Economic prosperity and Education – and youthful rebellion.. 


America and the 1960s



Again, the baby boomers



Racial issues – the civil rights movement



JFK, RFK, MLK all assassinated 



The Draft and the Peace Movement




The 1968 democratic party nomination in Chicago



The end of the Johnson Presidency



The early Nixon presidency




Winding down our troops in Vietnam




As we bombed the enemy ever more relentlessly


The Prague Spring



Again, the attempts to reform communism


Again, reforming the system meant giving people a voice…




and they people always started saying the wrong thing



Soviet tanks went in again;  the end of the Prague Spring




Repression by Bureaucracy



The Brezhnev Doctrine

The Great Proletariat Cultural Revolution



Again, another campaign by Mao against his rivals



Mao’s mismanagement vs. the governing technocratic elite




Fighting bureaucracy – the student movements



The resulting chaos killed hundreds of thousands

and left the army as the only working institution in China



Eventually, everybody spent time “on the farms”; 




“Alive in the bitter sea”




The Purge of Lui shoi qui, and Deng Xiaping

Mao (and Che) as a hero to the youthful radicals


The elevation of style over substance, revolution over competence

VII:  Only Nixon could go to China

March, 1969 – the Sino-Soviet cold war heats up

Open fighting between them in several places, Amur river, Khazak border, etc.


Chinese peace feelers towards the U.S. regarding Vietnam


Soviet questions about attacking Chinese nuclear facilities 

The convergence of Chinese and American interests

Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia  (appearance of success)


Soviet strategic parity with the U.S.


The Brezhnev Doctrine and “other” socialist states


Vietnam, and


Finally, the desire to restore domestic order
VIII:  Ostpolitik and Detente

The loss of control of soviet troops



The troops as enemies, not liberators


The inability to find Czechoslovakian collaborators



Criticism from Romania, Yugoslavia, china, and western communists



Even criticism within the USSR


Protests as Posturing, Protests as harbingers….


The problem of Soviet Production



The inability to produce goods



Building a nail….


Stagnant East European economies, or even declines


German Ostpolitik (Eastern Politics – “Change Through Rapprochement" 

If you can’t re-unite now, change them to be like us


Designed for geo-political stability, but also for cultural subversion




A way forward for Germans




A way for the Soviets to avoid economic problems




A way for the U.S. to use economics as a weapon


Nixon, 1969



Wanted U.S. out of Vietnam




Paris peace accords….




Ended the Draft




“vietnamization”



Wanted to regain initiative vis-a-vis the USSR




Ping-Pong diplomacy

The opening with China

Washington as the fulcrum

Wanted to restore Domestic Authority




Watergate
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