Chapter VII:  The Triumph of Hope
The End of the Soviet Empire in Eastern Europe
The triumph of individuals over the system

Tipping points;  A sand pile ready to slide

I:  Upheaval in Eastern Europe…..

President Bush,
Fill in here….

II:  Germany

Bush, Gorbachev, and managing Germany



The Soviet’s historic position




No unity unless Marxist




A western Germany meant an eastern one



President Bush




Recognized Gorbachev’s problem, but




Was not going to oppose will of Germanies…



And the Germans were speaking



Kohl, publicly came out in favor of it… but was following events

NATO Membership?  Both NATO and Warsaw Pact Membership?

Now, U.S. presence seen as good by everybody…


In October, 1990, Germany Unified

III:  back in the USSR…


By early 1990, Gorbachev is being jeered, not applauded



Not love, not fear, but contempt


The problem of Glasnost and Perestroika



No economic development



Openness was looking like anarchy


And you can’t call for it in one area, but not others



Why could the Germans be free, but the Ukrainians could not?



Democracy, and self-determination

The problem of Soviet demographics


No prosperity, what benefit to staying in the USSR?



The USSR as a sinking ship.



In January 1991, Russian troops fired on Lithuanians




Who voted for independence in February



Why couldn’t others?


As perestroika slew totalitarianism, nothing to take its place


Boris Yeltsin



Brought to Moscow in 1985, purged in 1987



Elected president of Russia in 1991..




He got elected, something Gorbachev never did



He had a vision;  Russia




Capitalist, non-communist, and no USSR



Not popular in Washington




Drunk, belligerent, destabilizing




A rival to Gorbachev, who was darling of the West


START I



Signed August 1991




Though totally superseded by events



Gorbachev had lost control of events, was being eclipsed by Yeltsin




Bush’s speech in support of Gorbachev, in Kiev





Panned as less radical then the communists


The Coup



August 18, while on vacation, Gorbachev was toppled


Three days of chaos



Yeltsin the hero…



Who then abolished the communist party of the USSR, and



Confiscated its property, disbanded congress of peoples deputies


The end of the USSR



For next three months, Yeltsin publicly humiliated Gorbachev



The commonwealth of independent states



Gorbachev, a leader man without a country
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