Chapter 5:  International Conflict
Pg 183-217
The Causes of War

Conflict, settlement, and violence

Most conflict does not lead to war


So the study of war is the study of how wars break out

Descriptive (historians) and Theoretical (Political Scientists) explanations


Example:  WWI

I:  Theories of War

The Individual Level

Really a debate about rationality

Is war rational?  Sometimes yes, sometimes no….



Means and ends….


Example:  WW II

Deviations from Rationality


Due to all the reasons given in Chapter 4: biases, screens, etc.

Normative impact of definitions of Rationality


The Domestic Level



What sorts of states/societies go to war?



Capitalists (imperialists)



Communists (totalitarians)



Can states/societies over time?  Example: Japan




Europe and the U.S. today


The Interstate Level



Wars are caused by the dynamics of Power relations (chapter 2)


Statistical analyses of war (game theory approach)


Global Level



Systemic questions – i.e. capitalist, feudal states, empires, etc.



Kondratieff Cycles – wars occur in waves, in cycles




Example;  French-German wars, violence in southern Thailand

II:  Conflicts of Interest
· Territorial border disputes

· Conflicts over who controls national govts. (vassalage)

· Economic conflicts (trade, drugs, etc)

III:  Conflicts of Ideas

· Ethnic Conflicts

· Religious conflicts

· Ideological Conflicts

IIa:  Territorial Disputes


Very important to nation states (norms of sovereignty)
They never fully end… California and Mexico

Valued far beyond their actual value; they have symbolic value


Example:  Falklands and Gibraltar, Taba, Kuril Islands, Taiwan
 The Colony Exception

Historically, boundaries less important (the age of empires) 

Today, territory is less important economically, other resources are important
Maintaining control of Territory

Military means


Consent of the ruled


Vassalage

Secession -  leaving the state


Often treated as an internal problem for the state



Example:  East Timor



Exception, minorities across borders

Example:  Iraqi Shia, Iranian Arabs; India-Pakistan



The breakup of multi-ethnic states:  Balkans, Czechoslovakia


Interstate Borders



A tremendous norm towards stable borders since WW II



Ex: Africa, Russia-China, Chile-Argentina, Shat-el arab waterway


Lingering Disputes



Israel, Kashmir, Islands, Arab World


Other Territorial Disputes



Islands



Territorial Waters




Coastal Waters (3 miles)




Territorial Waters (12 miles)




Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) (200 miles)





Problems of Fisheries



Airspace




Airspace is sovereign




Space is not, outer space is international




 

Norm of demilitarized space
IIb:  Control of Governments


Usually, you can’t absorb a whole state, you change its government



Example:  USSR during the Cold War


Installing a new, friendly regime;  “vassal” or puppet states



Questions of legality, and of legitimacy


Example:  the Khmer Rouge

IIc:  Economic Conflict

Most economics is positive sum, so rarely does violence/war make sense


Econ conflict is pervasive because economic relations are pervasive



Historically, war was a means of gaining profits (plunder)


Mercantilism – a theory of trade as a substitute for power


Lateral Pressure – economic growth leads to territorial growth (raw materials)


Drug Trade – how to control trading that you don’t want



Smuggling has always existed



The Cocaine Cartels



The narco-terrorists



Security considerations beyond the drugs themselves



Failed states… 





Columbia, Venezuela and Peru (Mexico)





Afghanistan, Burma, Pakistan



Wars over Natural Resources




Oil (other goods)


Strategic Resources

IIIa:  Ethnic Conflicts


Most common source of warfare other then territory


Ethnic groups – large groups of people who identify with each other



Thai, Americans, Germans (Europeans?) 


Most Ethnic groups have a home state,

where groups and borders match – few problems


example:  Thailand

when they don’t – problems


example:  the Kurds


Ethnic cleansing;  creating states with unified populations


Topical Issues:  Belgium


How to develop national identities?

Causes of Ethnic Hostility



History – true or not



Long standing grievances



Remaining issues (usually these are irritants)



Example:  Japanese and Koreans


Ethnocentrism;  treating one’s own ethnic group as the best (in-group bias)



Dehumization – making the others not human



The out-group threat causes in-group cohesion



Feuding – when the conflict becomes ingrained


Differences in the level of group cohesion; clan, tribe, nation, civilization



Example:  Huntington and the Clash of Civilizations


Ethnic conflicts are hard to resolve;  because ethnicity can’t be changed

IIIb:  Religious Conflicts


Often overlap with ethnic conflicts


About core values;  “absolute” truths



Thus they are hard to compromise about


Fundamentalism – particularly absolutist religious beliefs



A worldwide phenomena



Decline of secular ideologies?


Islamic conflicts, and other conflicts….


Religious conflicts threaten the whole IR system



They appeal to a higher truth – revolutionary in nature


Often, Religion simply intensifies conflicts that would have occurred anyway

IIIc:  Ideological Conflict


Similar in many ways to religious ones, but today less powerful

Realists assume ideology not that important;



National interest and fluid alliances trump ideology


Even radical ideologies eventually burn themselves out



Example:  Mao’s China, the Iranians Today, Chavez?


Many Ideological differences are small and arbitrary



Communism today….


Ideology does matter, but it does so indirectly

Means of Leverage


War – sustained combat between the forces of at least one state, and its enemy



Example:  WW II, vs. China/Russia 1969

Types of War


Hegemonic War



Wars over the system as a whole – world war II


Total War



All of society is mobilized for the fight, a war of nations


Limited War



When governments and armies fight

Raids



A limited war that consists of one single action


Civil War



Wars within a state – about serious things (not coups)



Often about secession, or about changing the whole government


Guerrilla war



War between irregular and regular forces



Goal is to harass the enemy, not to fight him




COIN, and Hearts and Minds


Terrorism
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