Chapter 6:  Military Force
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Wars


Very old, very common – a part of human nature?


Their essential character has been remarkable constant.


A growing dichotomy between the soldier and the statesmen.

The Uses of Force

Violence as a means of achieving objectives


Rarely the most cost-effective means


Violence can be used in various ways, not always all-out war



Armies for protection, deterrence




“Qui desiderat pacem, praeperat bellum"  SPQR


Militaries for other purposes, harvests, disaster relief, building


A trend away from the use of force?  



Wealth and intellectual property
I:  Configuring Forces

Military Economics

Large Armies are expensive

Militaries as a source of Jobs, Keynesian fallacy

Guns vs. Butter

Long-run and short-effects

Stimulus, transitioning jobs, R&D, rent-seeking, etc.


Patriotism, national unity, destruction/creation of capital


Capabilities



The first decision;  how much to spend




Short term security vs. long run growth



Example: USSR and USA during the cold war


What is enough?  Force vs. overwhelming force

Sources of arms

Domestic arms industries, imports

II:  Control of Military Forces


The chain of command



Militaries are hierarchical organizations – always have been




Not egalitarian




Huge bureaucracies




Usually, they develop a distinct sub-culture within society



Militaries reflect the societies they come from




Leadership and morale are key





“Morale is to material as three is to one”


The chain of command relies on



Military Discipline



And rewards/esprit de corp



Training, “nobody drowned in sweat”, you fight as you train



Logistics “an army marches on its stomach”



Intelligence, “get there the firstest with the mostest”



Leadership “they were lions led by asses”
II:  States and Militaries

The military government – what works internationally works domestically

Who watches the watchers?


The Coup d’etat



How to stage a coup (speed, coordination, inevitability)



The chain of command in a coup



Coups and counter-coups


Civilian control to prevent coups



Civilian leadership, party control, the nature of society




Hierarchical societies vs. egalitarian ones



Problems with civilian leadership




“Micro-managing, Lawfare”





Yugoslavia 1999, Vietnam 1967




War takes on it own logic once it has started



Militaries as their own force in society




Example, China and its military




The Lin-Biao Affair



Outside coups



The CIA in Latin America




Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza

III:  Conventional Forces (money, money, money)

Armies


Infantry

Armor

Artillery




Land Mines



Future Soldier, Training, Combat and Capability


Navies



Aircraft Carriers



Surface Vessels



Submarines




Nuclear vs. conventional power, power projection



Control vs. denying – subs and power


Air forces



Fighters/Interceptors



Close Air Support/Recon



Strategic Bombers




Precision vs. mass




Intelligence, UAVs, Stealth, Cost


Command and Control



Logistics, Intelligence, R&D




Spys, satellites, open sources




Footprints and Reach

Special Forces, Irregular Warfare, 


Asymmetric Combat


Research and Development



Electronic Warfare, ECM and ECCM

Question:  A Revolution in Military Affairs?



IV:  Unconventional Forces


(WMDs)


Nuclear Weapons U-235 and Plutonium


Making a bomb



“dirty bombs”



Half-Lifes



Nuetron Bombs



X-Ray Bombs



Engineering difficulty vs. theoretical problems


Delivery



Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs)



Strategic vs. Tactical weapons



Plans, SSBMs, Cruise Missiles


Chemical and Biological Weapons



Cheap man’s nukes



Historic use, problems of use

Proliferation

Arms control treaties

Page 3 of 4
F:\BAS\Class Notes\International Relations\Chapter 6 -- International Relations.doc

