An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Eight
The Family (pg 168 -192)
The most enduring social unit throughout history


T’ang China Households, Medieval Catholic Church, French Revolution

Legal vs. Cultural definitions of Marriage

I:  Variations in the Family Pattern

The Nuclear Family:  Mom, Dad and Children


The Extended Family:  Grandparents, Uncles/Aunts, others

-Number of Mates

Monogamy, Serial Monogamy (Most of World, Modern America)


Polygamy (Islamic World, Parts of Asia) and Polyandry

Cenogamy 

-Selection of Mates


Endogamy – Within Kinship Groups; example Pakistan


Exogamy – outside Kinship Groups, the norm


Ethnic, Racial, Religious, or Caste Restrictions



Both Social and Economic Rationales

Personal-choice Selection vs. Arranged Marriages 

-Family Control


Patriarchy, Matriarchy (mythical), Equalitarian Families

-Reckoning of Descent


Bilateral Method (both sides of the family)


Patrilinear, Matrilinear Systems (simpler, extended families)

II:  Functions of the Family in Society


The ultimate Social Safety Net


It always re-appears


Three Functions of the Family



Children (so society continues)



Training said children (see above)



Reasonably happy parents, who do the above two tasks


Changing patterns – childless or delayed children families
III:  Matching Family Patterns with Family Functions

-Number of Mates


Two seems best:  economically optimal;

Pooled resources, 



Minimized transaction costs


Two seems best:  That’s how we are built



Genes, Jealousy, “love triangles”

-Selection of Mates


Personal-Choice Selection; incorporates being in Love


Arranged Marriage:  Incorporates social functions and pressures
-Family control and Reckoning of Descent


Traditionally Patriarchic, now changing



Book:  Patriarchy simply a way to psychologically adjust men

-Other Western Family Characteristics and Functions of the Family


Changing Age structure, changes in Women’s economic status

Govt. effects on family structure
IV:  The Family in the United States Today


Changing from a rural to an Urban Nation (Suburban) 

Women’s independence (the Pill, Jobs)

-Dating


Changing patterns over time


Now-a-days, a longer search time, less pressure for immediate marriage

-Sex and Singles


A technological revolution – the Pill


Sex and Love

-Children


No longer a central purpose to many families

Children still create pressure towards a traditional marriage

-Senior Citizens


Family after children, social life and retirement

-Family Disorganization and Divorce


Since 1900, divorce rates rising



Question: are people more unhappy?  Or is Divorce more acceptable? 


-Why do People get Divorced



As many reasons for divorce as there are divorces



Tolstoy:  happy families and unhappy families


-Some Caution about Divorce Statistics



Age structure of population



Serial Divorce (practice does not make perfect)


-Legal Grounds for Divorce



Grounds for Divorce – traditionally “I want to” was not enough



No-fault Divorce



Covenant Marriages (some states) vs. the Pre-nup

-Breaking up is Hard to Do



Consequences of Divorce

-Singles


Delayed marriage


Divorcees, or confirmed Bachelors/Bachelorettes


Single parent households



American White/Black Families



European Experiences 

-Living Together


Common Law Marriage

-Same-Sex Households


Statistically, very rare…

On-going debate in U.S., trend towards legalizing it

V:  The Family in Transition

-Technology’s Effect on the Family


Birth Control


Labor Saving Devices, Job opportunities


Fertility treatments, designer babies

-The Future of the Family


Changing costs and benefits of children


Changing opportunities for women


Schools as substitute parents

Other things……
An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Nine
Religion (pg 193 -214)

Religion seems to be near universal among people

Many religions have much in common


Common antecedents, Jungian archetypes, or are they true

I:  The Nature of Religion
II:  The Great Religions of Today

Hinduism

Buddhism

Judaism

Christianity


The Early Christians


The Middle Ages and After


Reformation

Islam


The Denominations of Islam


Islamic Fundamentalism

III:  The Role of Religion in Society

Religion as a Source of Moral Values and Social Change

Impact of Religion on Education, the Arts, and Literature

Interfaith efforts for Peace

The Potential conflict between Religion and Government

An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Ten
Education (pg 215 -239)

I:  Schools
The Dual Thrust of U.S. Education

Education and U.S. Democracy
II:  the Development of U.S. Education

Democratic Structure of the U.S. School System

Formalization of the School System

III:  Examining the School System

Technological Change and Teaching

Private Schools and Home Schooling

Charter schools, Privatization and the Problem of School Finance

Textbooks

Dumbing down?


Why do they look the same
School dropouts

Good or bad?


How many people should go to school


What is better, a degree or an education?
Multiculturalism, Collaborative Learning, and Institutional Fairness

Are there different ways to learn?

How good Are U.S. Schools


Quintupling the number of college degrees


60 % of people get their final college degree


Importance of primary school

The Search for Excellence

The best vs. good
Changes in the College curriculum

The Elective system

Following the Fads….



Curricula Reform

Is the U.S. Educational System Equal?

Funding issues – not as much correlation as the book indicates
How Much Education Should the Average citizen receive?
IV:  Interaction of Economics, Politics, and Social Institutions


Role of education for socializing people

Role of education for educating people


Role of education for making people wealthy, happy, better

An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Eleven
Social and Economic Mobility (pg 240-257)

I:  Types of Social Stratification
Estates

Formalized caste system, some mobility
Castes

Mobility only in the next life
Social Classes


Informal system, varied mobility
Apartheid


Racially separations; but class mobility within group

Class in Thailand the U.S.


Basis of Class


Skin Color, Income, Wealth, Power, Fame, Family, Titles/Positions, 


Benefits of Class
What are Classes


Similar economic positions, social and moral views, sometimes geographic distinctions.

How broad are classes?  Vertical vs. horizontal classes


Automakers vs. healthcare workers vs. Hollywood
II:  Social Mobility


In the U.S. – is it now decreasing?

Who are the Upwardly Mobile?

Attitudes, beliefs, race, etc.


Delayed Gratification

Education and Social Mobility


The limits of income (wealth)

Class Consciousness in the United States


Horizontal mobility – the “in group”

Class Consciousness, Marx, and Weber


Marx:  a theory of property – capitalists and proletariats

Weber:  Property, Prestige, Power

III:  Economic and Social Inequality

Example:  Welfare Reform
Causes of Income Inequality


Income Distribution



Is income earned?


Depends upon Job, race, family structure

Measuring Poverty


The poverty level


How to measure it, and determine it, and define it


Long term vs. short term poverty level



Circumstances vs. character

IV:  Increasing Social and Economic Inequality

Policies to Reduce Inequality

Some Conclusions about the U.S. Class System

An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Twelve
Stratification, Minorities, and Discrimination (pg 260-292)

I:  Race and Ethnicity

Questions of Ethnic and Racial Superiority


The Bell curve


Differences between races, differences within races


The “tail ends” of the curve:  example -- NBA

Ethnic and Racial Prejudice and Discrimination


Tradition


Psychological need to belong


Ego building through superiority complex


Prejudice as an economic/political weapon

The Melting Pot


Assimilation

Multi-cultural, multi-ethnic

II:  Minorities

Native Americans

African Americans (pg 269-275)

Legal Discrimination


Brown vs. Board of Education 

Reversed Plessy vs. Fergenson (separate but equal)



Busing, how to fix past problems



De facto vs. De Jure Segregation



Voting Rights


Positive action against Racial prejudice



Affirmative Action  (pg 272-273)



Reparations


Black-White Social Relations
Hispanics

Asians

Immigrants and Minorities

Other Minorities

Religious Minorities


Jews, Muslims, Mormons


Today’s secular society 

Sexual Minorities


Women



Women and discrimination



Women today



Wage Disparities



Job Disparities




Women and Children

Transgendered, Gay, etc etc

Senior Citizens

III:  Conclusion
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