An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Thirteen
The Functions and Forms of Government (pg 295-317)
Theories as description, theories as prescription

Example:  
the earth circles the sun



The earth is round

I:  The Primary Functions of Government
Maintaining Internal Order and External Security


People hate anarchy more then anything….
Ensuring Justice



Laws and legal systems



Societies role in promoting norms and values




Illegal, vs. unpleasant



All governments profess to be just

Safeguarding Individual Freedoms


Limits of freedom and order



Example:  Free Speech



Example:  Your fist and my nose


The state as an enemy of freedom….

Regulating Individuals’ Actions


The counter to individual freedom

Promoting the General Welfare



Public Goods


Economists vs. Political Scientists



Welfare, dams, roads, defense, healthcare, opera

II:  Debates about the Nature of Government

Political Theory and Government



Political theory over time




Examples:  the old communists circa 1936



Aristotle, Plato – Philosopher kings



Hobbes – Leviathan



Locke – Natural Rights


Democracy, Fascism, Theocracy, Aristocracy, Mandarinate, Oligarchy, Aristocracy, Communism, Socialism, Anarchism, Tribalism, Monarchy

Three Views of the Nature of Government


Government as a necessary evil




Hobbes – life in nature, the coercive state



Government as a Positive Good




Locke – Natural Rights, the contract state


Government as an unnecessary evil



Marx – withering away of the state, Anarchists

Elements of Truth in Each of the Views

How powerful should Government be?  And what sorts of powers….


Anarchists

Libertarians
Reactionaries
Conservatives
Moderates
Liberals
Radicals

III:  Forms of Government

Democracies

Churchill “the worst form of Government, except for all the others” 



Popular Sovereignty – more then just the right to vote




Majority rule vs. individual rights


Democratic concept of the Individual



Rational – Can make decisions, can be informed



Equality – has the same rights “created equal”




Equal before the law



Individuality – the individual trumps the state


Democracy and Civil Society


Autocracy



Authoritarian vs. Totalitarian


Technological limits on government power



Legitimacy – why does one person/group have a right to rule




Ideology – the justification


Most Autocracies claim to value freedom, they just don’t have elections



Communism – how can freedom exist with capitalist businesses?



Theocracy – free to do as God Wills



Caretaker governments – we are more free then the alternative


Digression:  The patriot act


Totalitarian Autocracy – almost always following some ideology



Can be far more benevolent, or harmful, then authoritarian govts.



Example:  Thailand 2006, Cambodia 1977



Capacity to rule:  a belief that people can’t rule themselves

Characteristics of an Autocracy



Loyalty to party/state



Rule by Leaders



One-Party Monopoly



Control of Press (knowledge, history – Example; airbrushing


Fascism and Communism



The spectrum view, the horseshoe view

IV:  Governments are Far from Simple

An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Fourteen
 Governments of the World (pg 320-340)

I:  French Government
French Parliamentary system

The French Executive Branch

II:  Mexican Government

III: Nigerian Government

The British Influence

Modern Nigeria’s Government:  the Fourth Republic

IV:  Russian Government

V:  Saudi Arabian Government

VI:  Some Lessons about Governments

VII:  Future Changes in Governments
An Introduction to the Social Sciences:  Chapter Fifteen
 Democratic Government in the United States (pg 343-368)

I:  Historical Development of U.S. government


Declaration of independence


Right to revolt



Consent of the governed



Ruler and ruled must preserve legitimate government



Equality of men



Natural (inalienable) rights


Constitution



Bicameral Legislature House (population) and Senate (states)



Electoral Collage (indirect democracy)



Direct elections for house, indirect for senate (since changed)



Bill of Rights added immediately

II:  The Structure of U.S. Government

Structure of the Nation Government


Federal System:  National, State, Local


The executive branch



President and cabinet


The Legislative Branch



House and Senate


The Judicial Branch



Supreme Court, appellate and federal courts


See figure 15.1 pg 346



The Nature of Our National Government


Democratic, Republican, Federal, Presidential

Presidential (not Parliamentary)

The U.S. Constitution


Federalism


Checks and Balances

Separation of Powers


Limited Government

Federalism:  Division of Power between Federal Govt. and States


Enumerated Powers


Implied Powers



Elastic Clause


Exclusive Powers and Concurrent Powers

Separation of Powers

Checks and Balances



Tyranny of the Ruler



Tyranny of the Majority

Checks and Balances

III:  The Political Process

Political Parties

Elections

The Fourth Estate

The Political Elite

The Military-Industrial Complex and Pressure Groups

IV:  Evaluation of the Democratic Political Process
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