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BS 490  American Political Ideology
Course objectives:
This special topic seminar is designed to expose students to the competing worldviews and ideologies of America’s two dominant political ideologies; Conservatives and Liberalism.  By the end of the course, students will know the competing world-views of the two thought systems, the value judgments they each make, and the empirical arguments that are made in defense of each. 
Course Overview:

The course will be jointly taught by Ajarns Knuth (eknuth@gmail.com) and Kennedy (bkennedy@gmu.edu).  Both Ajarns will cover similar topics, but will do so from competing ideological perspectives, showing the students how different people can come to different conclusions about different topics.

Throughout the course, every effort will be made to explain to students the three main forms of differences that most political debates take.  1) differences of empirics, where different people believe different things about data, or where people dispute what the data is.  2)  different assumptions, where people approach certain issues, or see the same data, in very different ways, because they are assuming different things about the data or issue.  And finally, 3) Value differences, where people agree on their assumptions and the empirics, but believe in different things because they hold different values.

The course will approach these issues through the prism of American political thought.  Sometimes, the course will focus on specific debates in the American context, to illustrate the general topics.  Other times, it will focus on more general themes, and use individual issues or events to illustrate the more general points.
Students should expect to do a fair amount of reading in the course.  Many issues will be explored, and students will need to know about the issues before class.  Most of the reading will be from the web, and can be found on Ajarn Kennedy’s website, the link is here.
A certain degree of familiarity with the American Political System is assumed.  Students who have not yet taken BS 364 The American Government should expect to do some extra work early on.  Students may also find it helpful to take BS 463 Introduction to International Relations, BS 444 America and the Cold War, and/or BS 368 The Transatlantic Alliance, but none are necessary.  A certain amount of duplication between the courses is inevitable, but most of the material for this course will be different.  A familiarity with current events is assumed.
Prerequisites:
Grading:
The course grade will depend upon 

Required Text:


See website….
Detailed Course outline:
Part I.  The Foundations of American Political Ideologies
Week 1:  Philosophical Foundations of the American Government

Class I  The Philosophical Foundations

-  Locke, Burke and the Scottish and French Enlightenment


Class II  The Historic Background

-  The settlers, the early colonial experience

Week 2:  The Government System

Class I  The Government System

Constitutional Government

Republican Government

Tyranny of the Majority

Limited Government, Lockean Property Rights

Separation of Powers
Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian Democracy

Class II  


The government in operation
The supreme court

The early debates

The franchise, the two party system

The civil war and slavery

WWI, income tax, and the expansion of Government

The Great Depression and the New Deal

WW II, The Mixed Economy,

The expansion of the government, the War on Poverty and the great society

Part II.  Process and Politics; the philosophical and institutional debates
Week 3: Limmetted Government vs. the Welfare State

Class I


Class II

Week 4:  Crime, Punishment, Guns

Class I (Conservative)


Guns and the Second Amendment


What causes crime?



The role of the Police



The role of the Courts

Class II (Liberal)


Zero-Tolerance Gun Laws



National gun Registry



The Root Causes of Urban Crime

Part III.  The Cultural Debates
Week 5  Assumptions about National Life, the Family

Class I:  (Conservative)

Assumptions about National Life (Conservative)

Who should raise children?

The Family

Spanking


The Welfare State – the infantilization of society
Class II:  (Liberal)

Economic and Social Forces
Xxxxx

xxxxx

Week 6: Church and State

Class I:  (Conservative)

The role of religion in society

Separation of church and state

Religious participation in the Political Process

“secularization”


Abortion

Class II:  (Liberal)
Week 7:  Individuality, Communitarians, Socialization

Class I: (Conservative)
Gay Marriage



“Rights”, and obligations



Assisted Suicide



Gated Communities

Class II: (Liberal)
Week 8:  The Popular Culture

Class I:  (Conservative)


Class II:  (Liberal)

Part IV.  The Political and Foreign policy debates
Week 9:  Assumptions about America and the World

Class I: (Conservative)



American Exceptionalism



Conservatives



Isolationists



Neo-Conservatives



Realists



The Rest of the World, Europe, the U.N., etc.

Class II: (Liberal)



Western Society, Imperialism



Multi-Culturalism 



The United Nations, the Liberal World Order



Multilateral vs. Unilateral action
Week 10:  The Military, The State Department, the institutions of Government

Class I: (Conservative)



Strong Defense



The Armed Forces as National Institutions




Military virtues



The use and abuse of the armed forces


Class II: (Liberal)



Alliances


The armed forces

Week 11:  Trade and commerce

Class I:  (Conservative)

Globalisation



Trade pacts



Free trade, commerce, Mercantilism



Protectionism, Non-Trade Barriers


Class II:  (Liberal)



Globalisation

Week 12:  The war on Terror, the War in Iraq/Afghanistan


Class I:  (Conservative)


Class II: (Liberal)

Part V:  The Economic Debates
Week 13:  Economic Management of the Macro-Economy (Keynesianism) 

Class I:  (Conservative)


Class II:  (Liberal)

Week 14:  The Regulatory State

Class I:  (Conservative)


Class II:  (Liberal)

Week 15:  Entitlements, Taxes, Income Distribution


Class I:  (Conservatives)


Class II:  (Liberal)

Part VI:  Miscellaneous

Week 16:
Week 17:  
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